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Revive us, oh Lord! 

 

Dear friends – 

 

Just a few days after the 2012 General Conference held at the 

Tampa Convention Center, I’m still trying to process all that I lived  

there as well as reflecting about the future of our denomination 

in the aftermath of this global gathering. 

 

988 delegates from the United States and Central Conferences 

in Africa, the Philippines, Europe and Asia had the opportunity 

to produce some radical changes in the life of our church. But 

no significant change happened. 

 

The Call to Action some of us so enthusiastically supported through the last months won’t even pass 

beyond the correspondent Legislative Committee. In its place, a compromised formula called “Plan UMC” 

was voted and approved by the body, but declared unconstitutional by the Judicial Council and such 

announcement was made almost at the time of closing the Conference business. 

 

Yes, some other things I personally supported were approved by the Conference. There will be no more 

guaranteed appointments for the elders in our connection, a decision that, in my view, will help Cabinets 

to appoint those who have had a proven record of producing church vitality and churches to receive 

pastors who are really committed to bring people to Christ and to make a difference in the communities 

they serve. 

 

Our Book of Disciple will retain the same language regarding human sexuality: homosexuality will still be 

considered a sin and a practice that is incompatible with the Gospel’s teaching. In the words of Bishop 

Whitaker, we made a clear option to continue being a “historic” rather than a “cultural” church, a church 

that will continue upholding the historic teachings of the Christian faith and is not driven by cultural 

tendencies. 



 

After these 12 days of “holy” and sometimes “not so holy” conferencing, I believe change, restructure, 

transformation won’t come from the top down. We will need to produce a “holy revolution” from the local 

church all the way up to the top of this denomination once called “the enthusiasts” and “the Wesleyan 

revival”. I have always believed that it is the life and practice of the church that is the one that produces 

the changes in the Book of Discipline. More than ever before, I am convinced that transformation and 

renewal cannot be mandated by the Book of Disciple, but needs to be the heart and core of the daily 

practice in the local church. 

 

During this “after Conference” days, as I have been living through my “post traumatic GC stress disorder”, 

I have come back to my core convictions and my most useful tools for revival: the Bible and Wesley’s 

Works. 

 

Instead of asking for restructure, I believe we need to be asking for revival that will produce restructure. 

Instead of asking for changes in the church, I believe we should be praying and fasting for changes in the 

hearts, minds, words and ways to fulfill the Great Commission.  

 

We need to go back to basics, and basics to me is asking for the fire of the Holy Spirit to be rekindled in 

our hearts, so we may feel our heart’s experience once again that particular warmth that is the sign of 

true Methodists. Back to the preaching of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, back to the 

preaching about personal and social holiness, back to the religion of the heart, the practice of the means 

of grace for our spiritual growth, the kind of enthusiasm that makes Christianity contagious and Churches 

refuse to die, leaving the coldness of the no-mission to embrace the passion for the co-mission.  

 

Let us hear again the words of that holy man that was transformed at Aldersgate:  

 

“I continue to dream and pray about a revival of holiness in our day that moves forth in mission and 

creates authentic community in which each person can be unleashed through the empowerment of 

the Spirit to fulfill God's creational intentions.” 

 
Let us live into the mission of the church, into the passion for the unsaved, into the development of 
programs and strategies to be more effective in ministry and more open to change.  
 
I can’t deny it. I come from that tradition. I was once a Christian who practiced a nice summer religion. I 
was part of a declining church that was about to disappear because of persecution and lack of meaning in 
the life of a nation. I have seen this before. I have seen how the Holy Spirit can change the depressing 
reality of a declining institution into the glorious reality of a powerful and transformative movement. 
 
Once again, after General Conference, I was reignited by the words of one of the persons who has been 
more influential in my Christian journey. This is an entry in his Journal dated January 1st, 1739, just a few 
months after Aldersgate. He is describing what happened at a prayer vigil he and a group of friends had 
(yes, good Methodists have prayer vigils until 3.00 AM) on New Year’s Eve of 1739: 
 
"Mr. Hall, Kinchin, Ingham, Whitefield, Lane, (were present) with about sixty of our brethren. About 
three in the morning, as we were continuing in instant prayer, the power of God came mightily upon 
us, insomuch that many cried out for exceeding joy, and many fell to the ground. As soon as we were 



recovered a little from that awe and amazement at the presence of his Majesty, we broke out with 
one voice, `We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord." 
 

Let us claim this power again for our personal lives as well as for our denomination. Let us join in the 

words of the ancient hymn: “Revive us, oh Lord”. 

 

Truly yours in Christ’s service, 
 

Rini 
Rev. Dr. Rinaldo (Rini) Hernandez 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
CLERGY  -  MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!!! 

CLERGY TEAM MEETING & CLERGY SPOUSE GATHERING 
MAY 22, 2012     &     SEPT. 18, 2012  

 

TO REGISTER FOR THE MAY 22ND MEETING - Click here 

or copy & paste the following link: http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3857 

 

These meetings are mandatory for all full-time clergy. 

Part-time clergy are encouraged to attend. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><< 
THERE IS STILL TIME TO SIGN UP! 

 

The South West District is hosting…… 

Cultivating More & Better Leaders 

with Dr. Jeff Stiggins and Dr. Phil Maynard 

from the Florida Conference Office of Congregational Development 
Part One – May 11

th
 or May 12

th
 

Part Two – June 1
st
 or June 2nd 

 

If there is one thing we hear as we work with congregational leaders across the conference, it is their desire to know how 

to cultivate more and better leaders. 

 

This practical-as-potatoes workshop, led by Dr. Jeff Stiggins and Dr. Phil Maynard, is a condensation of the best material 

from their six one day workshops on Cultivating More & Better Leaders. 

 

These workshops will be highly interactive and involve multi-media tools which you will be able to take back and use in 

your congregation. Our goal is to help leaders go to the heart of six critical topics with proven strategies. 

 

PART ONE covers: 
Cultivating Vital Personal Foundations: The quality and quantity of Leadership can only grow when a congregation's 

core leadership personally have a strong spiritual, relational, financial, physical and intellectual foundation. 

Helping Disciples Discern their Calling: The difference between a chaplaincy and a biblical model of ministry rests on 

helping every disciple discern how God is calling them to make their contribution to Jesus' Kingdom work -- and helping 

them make it. 

http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3857
http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3857


Multiplying Congregational Leaders: Congregations can't grow without expanding their leadership base. Expansion 

can't happen without making peace with the roles of pastor and staff, and without key leaders exemplifying that power 

expands when shared. 

 

 

PART TWO covers: 
Partnering for Missional Alignment: To move toward missional alignment, congregational leaders need to learn to 

collaborate while mentoring, transcending silos, and joining hands with other congregations and organizations. 

Leading Missional Change: Bringing about change that helps your congregation become more missionally fruitful is not 

without challenges -- and understanding the challenges and some strategies for addressing them can make all the 

difference. 

Planning Effective Ministry: Effective leaders learn how to plan for, involve others, execute, and evaluate ministry that 

is missionally fruitful. 

 

To make the best investment of your time, come as a team that includes your pastor and several key lay leaders and/or 

staff. A nominal fee of $5.00 per person will be collected at the event to help defray cost of lunch. 

 

Dates & Locations: 

 Part One – Friday, May 11, 2012 at Christ UMC, 1475 Center Road, Venice, FL 34292 

 Part One – Saturday, May 12, 2012 at Estero UMC, 8088 Lord’s Way, Estero, FL 33928 

 

 Part Two – Friday, June 1, 2012 at Christ UMC, 1475 Center Road, Venice, FL 34292 

 Part Two – Saturday, June 2, 2012 at Estero UMC, 8088 Lord’s Way, Estero, FL 33928 

 

Register online at www.flumc.org. Select “Districts” on the left side of the homepage. Select “South West”. Select the 

event you would like to attend on the right side of the South West District page. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><< 

 
 

All Lay & Clergy Members are encouraged to attend. We'll keep the meetings short and to-the-
point, but they will offer crucial preparation to maximize your effectiveness as a responsible 

voting member of the 2012 Annual Conference. Mark your calendar today and commit to attend 
one of these meetings. Don't miss this chance to help our Church to transform our world!  Go to 

www.flumc.org and click on the 2012 Annual Conference icon to get information on Annual 
Conference.  Call the South West District Office if you have any questions. 
 

Pre-Conference Orientations for Clergy and Lay Members to Annual Conference (for the local 
church and for district at-large) are scheduled for the following dates, times and locations: 

 Tuesday, May 29, 2012 – 6:30pm at Estero UMC, 8088 Lord’s Way, Estero, FL 33928 

 Thursday, May 31, 2012 – 6:30pm at Christ UMC, 1475 Center Road, Venice, FL 34292 

 Sunday, June 3, 2012 – 3:00pm at Memorial UMC, 500 Kent Avenue, Lake Placid, FL 33852 

 

The Ethnic Pastors Luncheon Reservation Form is now available on the Conference website.  If you plan on 

attending the Ethnic Pastors Luncheon, the South West District Office must receive your registration form and 

payment by June 8
th

.  To print a reservation form, click on the following link: 
http://flumc.s3.amazonaws.com/4325C329F5E148FEB4C1CD9814652D34_ethnic_pastors_lunch_reservation.pdf 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><< 

 

http://www.flumc.org/
http://www.flumc.org/
http://flumc.s3.amazonaws.com/4325C329F5E148FEB4C1CD9814652D34_ethnic_pastors_lunch_reservation.pdf


 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 
With the loss of jobs in the area, many members have left looking for work.  Retirees have not seen significant 
increases in their “stipends” for several years.  Many parishioners are under or unemployed. Which all means 
that attendance and giving is down in many churches in our district. Those church congregations have endured 
by dipping into reserves and making some cuts in “luxuries” over the last couple of years.  However, now 
those same churches have reached the point that they must make hard decisions about funding ministries.  It 
is never easy to say, “We can’t fund this ministry or that ministry anymore.”  Many churches are cutting 
budgets and reducing or eliminating their staff, including youth staff.  My own church, with a long history of 
supporting a full time youth ministry team, is reducing to a volunteer run program and making other necessary 
cuts. Churches, as well as individuals, must be good stewards of the gifts God has given us.  As a result, I am 
losing my position as Director of Youth, Children, and Family Ministries at Christ UMC, Lehigh.  As I wind down 
my ministry, I am trying to equip the volunteers to sustain a viable youth and children’s program for the 
future.  It has been my great pleasure to serve the Lord and this congregation for the last two years.  On a 
related topic, since one must be “on staff” in a SW District UMC youth program to be Youth Coordinator, I also 
will no longer be serving in that capacity.  While serving as your SW District Youth Coordinator, I have met 
many dedicated youth leaders that I now call friends.  I have met youth from Naples to Sebring that have a 
heart for the Lord.  I will miss you all and you will be in my prayers.  However, I am convinced that the Lord has 
a plan for my life.  He has called me to serve Him, and I will continue to do so wherever he sends me next. 
 
Contact info:  Mike Edwards, FLUMC SW District Youth Coordinator 
Director of Youth, Children, and Family Ministries at Christ United Methodist Church, Lehigh Acres, FL. 33936 - 
239-369-1433 or youth@christumclehigh.org 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
Free Marketing Kit Available.  Rethink Church is giving away a free lawn banner to any church that signs up.  The 
deadline is April 16th but churches can still sign up to be part of “Change The World”.  Sign up at the following link: 
http://www.umcom.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=mrLZJ9PFKmG&b=7841909&ct=11600373&notoc=1 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 

 Passenger Bus for Sale - $22,500 or best offer.  2004 Ford Starcraft Bus, model E450.  Holds 21 passengers and 
has a wheelchair lift.  6.8L, automatic transmission, power steering, air conditioning, cargo net and seat belts. 
Mileage – 56,957.  CDL license with a passenger endorsement is required to drive the bus.  Pictures of the bus 
are available or stop by to see it at Christ United Methodist Church, 1430 Homestead Road, North in Lehigh 
Acres.  For more information call  (239) 369-1433 or email admin@christumclehigh.org. 

 

 Part Time Child Care Attendant Wanted: Charlotte Harbor Trinity United Methodist Church seeks an 
experienced and energetic Child Care Attendant for infants thru first grade. This is a part time position during 
Sunday morning worship from 9:15am-12:15pm. Compensation: $10 to $15 / hour.  Qualifications: Minimum 1 
year experience in a childcare setting; Course work/training in early childhood development a plus; Child/infant 

mailto:youth@christumclehigh.org
http://www.umcom.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=mrLZJ9PFKmG&b=7841909&ct=11600373&notoc=1
mailto:admin@christumclehigh.org


CPR certified or willing to obtain; Must possess excellent customer service skills; Flexible, energetic, and detail 
oriented; Have the ability to juggle multiple duties; Ability to resolve conflicts; Must be able to pass a criminal 
background check.  Education: High school diploma preferred; Continuing education in Child Development, Early 
Childhood Education, or related field preferred.  Please send resume to: Charlotte Harbor Trinity United 
Methodist Church, Attn: Mrs. Nancy Boronkas, P.O. Box 495895, Port Charlotte, FL 33949-5895. 
 

 Part-Time Keyboardist Wanted: Faith Church of Fort Myers is looking for our new keyboardist for both our 
traditional and contemporary worship services.  You will need to be able to play classical music notation in order 
to accompany our traditional choir. You'll need to be able to play and embellish hymns and play preludes, 
postludes and offertories from both our 3 manual Allen Organ and Yamaha Grand Piano.  In addition, you'll also 
be playing electric keyboards for our Praises service. To do this you'll need to be able to play by chord chart 
and/or by ear.  Faith Church is a UMC congregation in SW Florida, close to the entrances of Fort Myers Beach 
and Sanibel/Captiva Islands. This is a part time, full year position. We are seriously intent on creating a worship 
environment while retaining a great and fun atmosphere to worship and work in.  Are you the one we're looking 
for?  If qualified and interested, please contact Gary Rushing at: grushing@faithum.com.  Resume and attached 
audio or video clip of your skills requested. 

 
Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
May 11 – Cultivating More & Better Leaders PART ONE, Christ UMC-Venice (9am-3pm) 
May 12 – Cultivating More & Better Leaders PART ONE, Estero UMC (9am-3pm) 
May 17 – SW District NCD Meeting, Location: Crossroads-Sarasota (9:30am-1pm approx.) 
May 22 – Clergy Team Meeting. Location: Cleveland UMC (9am-12noon) 
May 24 – SW District dCOM 
May 29 – Pre-Conference Orientation, Location: Estero UMC – 6:30pm 
May 31 – Pre-Conference Orientation, Location: Christ UMC-Venice – 6:30pm 
Jun 1 – Cultivating More & Better Leaders PART TWO, Christ UMC-Venice (9am-3pm) 
Jun 2 – Cultivating More & Better Leaders PART TWO, Estero UMC (9am-3pm) 
Jun 3 – Pre-Conference Orientation, Location: Memorial UMC-Lake Placid – 3:00pm 
Jun 14-16 – ANNUAL CONFERENCE, Lakeland Center 
Aug 9-10 – Willow Creek Leadership Summit, Grace-Cape Coral 
Aug 25 – DNA Coaching (Transformation TRAINING), Location: First-Ft Meade (9am-11:30am) 
Aug 25 – DNA Coaching (Transformation TRAINING), Location: Vamo-Sarasota (1:30pm-4pm) 
Aug 28 – DNA Coaching (Transformation COACHING), Location: Beach-Ft Myers Beach (9am-11:30am) 
Aug 28 – DNA Coaching (Transformation COACHING), Location: Myakka City (1:30pm-4pm) 
Sep 18 – Clergy Team Meeting. Location: TBD 
Sep 20 – Church Administrative Staff Training, Location: TBD 
Sep 25 – Church Administrative Staff Training, Location: TBD 
Sep 27 – Church Administrative Staff Training, Location: TBD 
Nov 10 – DNA Coaching (Transformation TRAINING), Location: First-Immokalee (9am-11:30am) 
Nov 10 – DNA Coaching (Transformation TRAINING), Location: Pleasant Hill-Arcadia (1:30pm-4pm) 
Nov 15 – DNA Coaching (Transformation COACHING), Location: First-Wauchula (9am-11:30am) 
Nov 15 – DNA Coaching (Transformation COACHING), Location: Charlotte Harbor Trinity (1:30pm-4pm) 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 

mailto:grushing@faithum.com
http://www.flumc.org/


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
LEC PROGRAMS 
By now churches should have received a postcard and packet of information about some new and exciting 
programs going on at the Life Enrichment Center. Many have contacted them sharing your excitement about 
some of these great camps and retreats, and they look forward to seeing you this summer! 
 
However, if you have not yet taken a look at http://www.LECprograms.org, please take a few minutes today 
and do so. You can also “Like” the “Life Enrichment Retreat Center” page on Facebook to get all our latest 
updates.  
 
Online registration is open for our summer and fall programs.  And in case you missed it, here are some of our 
new and growing programs that we’ll be looking forward to seeing you at! 
Grandparents and Me Camp – 3 Sessions this summer! 
Family Camp – July 2-5, 2012 
Mom and Me Weekend – September 14-16, 2012 
Dad and Me Weekend – In the early planning stages, April 2013 
First Aid, CPR and Wilderness First Aid Training – at our site or yours! 
 
For more information, questions, or to register, you can contact Rev. Melissa Cooper at mcooper@flumc.org, 
or by phone at (352) 787-0313, ext. 4109. 
 

Clergy Mates “Coffee Connection” – Friday, June 15, 2012 
The Florida United Methodist Clergy Mates invites all clergy spouses to a “Coffee Connection” on Friday, June 
15, 2012, from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m.  The event will be held at the Florida United Methodist Conference Center, 
450 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, Lakeland, FL  33815 (third floor).  No RSVP is necessary, and all the 
details plus child care information are in the attached flyer. 

 

http://www.flumc2.org/site/link/CCHHELHCIBOGFGPGGIHGJKHJJKPCIGEJJOFMHHLAJJMDNMIACMPOFAFPHN
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